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crowns per annum, in  lieu   of   twenty thousand,
the sum he before had; and that he must accept
this or resign.    Launay,  enraged,  and  the  more
so because that he has long since demanded his
dismissal,   loudly declares   he   will  print  an  esti-
mate,1 which will prove not only that, in justifi-
cation of each of his acts, he   has  a letter from
the late King, the fiscal temper  of whom  he has
moderated   much  oftener  than   he has   provoked,
but that he likewise has refused  twenty bargains,
offered him by Frederick II.,  which  would  have
acquired him tons of gold.    The scandal  of this
estimate, should  he  dare   to   publish   it,  will   be
'very great;   and  the   analysing   ot  it  will   rather
be a commission of enquiry into  the  conduct   of
the late  King than  of the  present  state  of   the
customs, which  might   easily have   been  foreseen
were  thus  regulated.     The   commissioners   have
dismissed Roux, the   only able   man   among   the
collectors, with a pension of five hundred crowns;
and Groddard, a person of insignificance, with  a
like sum.   They have  bestowed    their  places   on
Koepfce and Beyer, with a  salary of three   th.ou-
i Gomffy rendu.ry, and are too numerousors at
